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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for efl obtaining media data in a client device 

2 from a plurality of m e dia data s e rv e rs on a n e twork / the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

3 requesting media data from acc e ssing #meta data server on a media network 

4 managed by a media service provider ; 

5 receiving meta data from the said mejja data serve r, the meta data associated with 

6 the requested media data ; 

7 using the received utilizing said me/a data to locate at least one media data 

8 serve r, the media data server separate from the media network and 

9 controlled by a media data/owner independent of the media service 
w provider of said plurality of m e dia data s e rv e rs on the n e twork ; and 
n accessing the requested said meqia data from the said at l e ast on e media data 
12 serve r, wh e r e in th e acc e ss e d m e dia data ar e not usabl e without additional 

23 information; and 

24 r e tri e ving an e ncryption key fdr th e acc e ss e d m e dia data from th e m e ta data 
15 s e rv e r, th e e ncryption ikey allowing us e of th e m e dia data . 

1 2. (Currently amended) A Syst e m for a distributed media network system and- 

2 meta data s e rv e r, th e syst e m comprisir 

3 at least one meta data servefr on a media network managed by a media service 

4 provider, wherein m response to receiving a request for media data the 

5 meta data server provides meta data associated with the requested media 

6 data conn e ct e d to/a communications network ; 

7 at least one media data server for r e trieving r e quest e d m e dia data, th e at l e ast one 

8 m e dia data s e rvsr separate from the media network and controlled by a 

9 media data owner independent of the media service provider conn e ct e d to 
10 the communications n e twork, wh e r e in th e r e tri e ved m e dia data ar e not 
u usabl e without/additional information ; and 
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32 at least one client transc e iver connected to the media communications network 

I3f\ \ for transmitting a request fori media data to the meta data server, the client 

using the meta data received from the meta data server to locate at least 

15 one media data server and access the requested media data rec e iving, 

36 storing and m e ssaging to said mota data s e rv e r; and 

37 at l e ast on e m e ta data information sourc e conn e ct e d to said at l e ast on e m e ta data 
18 s e rv e r, th e m e ta data information sourc e including an e ncryption k e y for 
39 d e crypting r e tri e v e d m e diiidata . 

3 3-4. (Canceled) I 

1 5. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 2, wherein a second client 

2 transc e iv e r of said at least one client transc e iv e r functions as a first media data server of said 

3 at least one media data server, and wherein/the at least one meta data server informs said at 

4 least one client transc e iv e r that said seconctf client transc e iv e r functioning as a first media 

5 data server has access to said requested media data. 

i 

3 6-8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently amended) A mfethod for r e c e iving and proc e ssing servicing media 
data requests in a meta data server, said r e quests r e ceiv e d from a cli e nt on a communication 
n e twork, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

receiving a media data request from a said client on a media network managed by 

a media service proviper ; 
retrieving r e qu e sting meta data associated with the for said media data request 
from a meta data database, the meta data for use by the client to access 
the requested media [lata from a media data server, the media data server 
separate from the media network and controlled by a media data owner 
independent of the media service provider; and the requ e st e d m e ta data 
b e ing for a portion if th e r e qu e st e d m e dia data that is not usabl e without 
tieL 



an additional portion of the m e dia data; 
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33 transmitting the meta data for said media data r e qu e st to the said client over the 

34 media communication network [[;]] 

35 r e qu e sting additional m e ta data for anoth e r portion of th e r e qu e st e d m e dia data 

36 from a m e ta data database; and 

37 transmitting th e additional m e ta/data to said cli e nt ov e r th e communication 
18 n e twork . / 

3 1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the meta data contains 

2 an address for at least one media data serjver, the method further comprising th e st e ps of : 

3 designating a primary media pata server of said at least one media data server 

4 based upon criteria gathered from the media communication network. 

/ ~ 

3 11. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the primary media data server is 

2 designated as a first media data server/of the at least one media data server having the least 

3 number of clients accessing media data files. 

3 12. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the primary media data server is 

2 designated as a first media data server of the at least one media data server having a highest 

3 reliability rating. / 

3 13. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the primary media data server is 

2 designated as a first media data server of the at least one media data server having the 

3 highest data throughput. / 

3 14. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 

2 designated by the meta data server. 

3 1 5. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 
2 designated by the client. 
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i 16-17. (Canceled) 

1 1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the requested media 

2 data are encrypted, the metfa od further comprising th e st e p of : 

3 requesting an encryption key for the requested media data from a meta data 

4 database ; and 

5 transmitting the encryption key to the client . 

i 19. (Canceled) 

1 20. (Previously preserved) The method of claim 9, wherein said meta data 

2 comprises at least one data item, said at least one data item selected from the list of: 

3 a network address of a mmary server that has access to the media data file; 

4 a directory structure of aprimary storage device that contains the media data file; 

5 a name of the media data pie; 

6 a network address of at le4st one alternate server that has access to the media data 

7 file; 

8 a directory structure of at legist one alternate storage devices that contains the 

9 media data file; 
10 a name of and owner of the iAedia data file; 
22 a name of a composer of the media data file; 

22 a name of the copyright holderof the media data file; 

23 a network address of a server thaj has access to a graphical image associated with 

24 the media data file; 

25 a directory structure of a storage device that contains a graphical image 

26 associated the media data file; 

27 a name of a graphical image file associated the media data file; a title of an 

28 artistic work contained in the media data file; 

29 a title of a body of work in which the media data file is associated; a name of at 
20 least one performer of the media uata file; 
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a name of at least one composer of artistic work contained on the media data file; 
a name of at least one creators of the media data file; 
a network address of a sewer that has access to additional information about 
artistic work contain 



a directory structure of a 
about artistic work 



a name of a file that cont tins additional information about artistic work contained 



in the media data 



file; 



2 1 . (Previously presented ) 
receiving a log in request 
performing a client acces 5 

22. (Canceled) 



ined in the media data file; 



torage device that contains additional information 
contained in the media data file; 



a network address of a server which offers a sale of the media data file; a 

directory structurd of a storage device that contains sales information for 
the media data file; 
a name of a file that conta ns information on a sale of the media data file; a 

network address o: 'a server which offers a sale of associated products of 
the media data file 

a directory structure of a storage device that contains sales information for the 

associated product ; of the media data file; and 
a name of a file that conta ns information on sales of associated products of the 
media data file. 



The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
:rom said client over the communication network; and 
permission verification. 



23. (New) The method o^lahn 9, wherein the meta data transmitted to the client 
are for a portion of the requested mecfia data that is unusable without an additional portion of 
the requested media data, the methrm further comprising: 

requesting additioij^l meta data for the additional portion of the requested media 
data; 

transmitting^he additional meta data to the client. 
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24. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the media data are encrypted, the 
method further comprising/ 

receiving an encryption key for the media data from the meta data server. 



25. (New) The 
data server is for a portion 
portion of the requested m 



method of claim 1, wherein the meta data received from the meta 
of the requested media data that is unusable without an additional 
:dia data, the method further comprising: 
receiving additional meta data for the additional portion of the requested media 

data from the meta data server; and 
accessing the additional portion of the requested media data using the additional 
meta data 



26. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the media data are encrypted, and the 
meta data server transmits and encryption key to the client for using the media data. 



27. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the meta data server transmits to the 
client meta data for a portion :>f the requested media data, the portion of the requested media 
data being unusable without an additional portion of the requested media data, and the meta 
data server further transmits t > the client additional meta data for the additional portion of 
the requested media data, the client using the additional meta data to access the additional 
portion of the media data fron a media data server. 
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